
Welcome to the inaugural edition of the newsletter of the New Life Symphony Orchestra 

Southwest (NLSOS).  Several years ago a group of us came to the realization that the music of 
great composers can and should be presented in a way that lets the faith of the composer and 
the faith of the musicians shine through as a witness to us.  We held a common vision “to 
share with the community our love of the Lord united with our love of great music.” 

 
In support of this vision, we established NLSOS with a mission “to introduce people to 

Christ and to enrich the faith of believers through the witness of great composers and musi-
cians.”  Each summer since beginning in 2007, we have presented two concerts featuring the 
music and witness of faithful composers from classical times to the present. 

 
Our goal is to minister to people, believer and non-believer alike through these concerts.  

Such a ministry is unique in this part of the country, and we are blessed to be providing it. 
 
We are planning to expand our opportunities in this ministry.  We hope to be able to pro-

vide music in some more intimate settings, such as musicales in various homes.  We are also 
hoping to arrange some neighborhood “coffees” in which smaller groups of people can listen to 
music, have some fellowship, and learn more about NLSOS. 

 
John Stichman — President 
 

Executive Director ’s Reflections  - Dale Lange 
 

As a relative newcomer to this organization, it is refreshing to work with board 
members who are so dedicated to the Body of Christ and the mission of the New 
Life Symphony Orchestra.  The love that is shared in doing the work of the organi-
zation is visible.  We work together to bring God‟s love through the composers 
who have written the music and the musicians who play it.  This attitude was cer-
tainly noticeable in the two concerts of the 2009 season. 

 
The Mozart Requiem  was performed at First United Methodist Church in 

downtown Albuquerque.  In this venue, with the Saints observing and the Risen 
Christ in one end of the building and the cross in the opposite, the chorus, orches-
tra, and soloists performed magnificently.  And, the house was full.  A concert not 
to have been missed! 

 
At almost the last minute, Jonathan Armerding (Albuquerque Academy) stepped in to con-

duct the Mozart, Symphony No. 40 , the Bach Violin Concerto No. 2 , and the Vaughan- Wil-
liams, The Lark Ascending .  Stephen Clapp, dean emeritus and professor of violin of the Juil-
liard School of Music, New York City, was the violin soloist in the Bach and Vaughan-Williams. 
The performance of the Bach concerto was exhilarating, but the Lark really did ascend to the 
arches of the building at First United Methodist Church, and maybe beyond. 

 
Mr. Clapp blessed us with a very personal witness of his faith.  Here is an excerpt: 

 
 
“Music is a wonderful gift from God.  It is a worship language. And we are here in 
this worship space, so nothing could be more appropriate than to be in here and 
to be worshipping God with our music.  It‟s a language.  The message of the lan-
guage is varied, but it is always God‟s love for us, and God‟s direction.  
 
The Lark Ascending.  I don‟t know if this was in Vaughn Williams‟ mind or not, but 
I am remembering the words that Jesus spoke, consider the lilies of the fields, 
they don‟t sew or they don‟t spin, and yet God takes care of them.  The sparrows 
of the air, God takes care of them. 
 

I„ve been asked to say a few words about myself and I describe myself really in two cliché‟s:  
One is migrant worker, because in my life we have lived in New York, Nashville, Austin Texas, 
Oberlin Ohio, and now back again to New York. But I believe all of those moves directed me.  
So the other cliché is:  I believe I am on assignment. God promises to direct us where we go… 
So as you listen to the Lark, which goes way up there, think about the fact that God can direct 
your life too, it just takes a response.” 
 

Conductor ’s Note… 
I would like to thank you for your support and enthusiasm over our last 
season.  Adding the Festival Chorus under John Clark‟s direction has 
opened up a whole new repertoire for us to explore.  In fact, our June 
concert for 2010 will be Haydn‟s Lord Nelson Mass with the Festival 
Chorus.  I hope that you can all attend what should be a very exciting 
performance. 
 
There are so many exciting developments within the New Life Sym-
phony Orchestra Southwest.  One of our desires has been to reach out 
into the community of  Professional Christian Artists and have them come and solo with the 
orchestra.  We were richly blessed in August by Stephen Clapp from the Juilliard School of  
Music Faculty who joined us.  The time we shared together is a memory I cherish. 
 
We are exploring other ways to reach into our community with great music.  We are blessed 
here in Albuquerque with some amazingly gifted High School Musicians.  In this regard, we will 
offer the Mozart Clarinet Concerto in A Major with High School Student Katrina Clements as 
our soloist on the August 22, 2010 Concert. 
 
I wish you all a blessed Holiday Season.  Remember that God‟s love transforms lives. There 
are so many who need a touch of His love in their lives. So touch someone this season with 
His love, His grace and His peace.  Let the Light of Christ shine through you like a beacon     
dispelling the darkness with His truth that brings everlasting life to those who will receive it. 
 
Blessings - 
Michael Bowen—Music Director 

Coming in 2010: 
June 6, 2010 

F. J. Haydn Lord Nelson Mass in D minor 

With the First United Methodist Festival Chorus 

John Clark, Director  

 

August 22, 2010 

F. J. Haydn   Symphony No. 94 in G Major, ñSurpriseò 

W. A. Mozart   Clarinet Concerto in A Major, K 622 

Soloist: Katrina Clements 
 

Venues to be announced 

From a patron:  òThank you so much 

for what you are doing for the  

community through this ministry.ó  

You can help make this season a success! 
 

Donations are welcome at 
 

5 9 0 1 - J  W Y O M I N G  B L V D .  N E ,  B O X 2 2 5  

A L B U Q U E R Q U E ,  N M  8 7 1 0 9  

 

Or visit our website at: 

 

www.NewLifeSOS.org 
 

Need more information?   

Call: ( 5 0 5 ) 8 2 2- 1 8 0 0   
 

New Life Symphony Orchestra is a 501 (c)(3). Contributions are tax deductible.  

http://www.NewLifeSOS.org

